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Brighter Super backs Queensland innova7on with $50 million partnership with QIC 
 
Brighter Super will make investments in emerging Queensland startups as part of a $50 million 
partnership with Queensland Investment Corpora=on (QIC). 
 
The startup landscape in Queensland is growing substan=ally, with proven business success stories, a 
highly ac=ve start-up and innova=on community, strong university research ins=tutes and incubators, and 
innova=on-suppor=ng programs.  
 
Leveraging QIC’s experience managing innova=on programs on behalf of the Queensland Government 
and global porKolios for ins=tu=onal clients, the partnership aims to capture the poten=al in the next 
wave of successful Queensland business leaders to drive produc=vity.  
 
The Brighter Super mandate will invest in startups aiming to deliver strong investment returns, drive job 
crea=on, and have a posi=ve impact on Queensland’s innova=on landscape and future economy.  
 
Ini=al investments under the mandate will include A"ekus, Australia’s leading booking and event 
management plaKorm provider tailored to local councils and government, and autonomous agriculture 
pioneers SwarmFarm Robo1cs.   
 
Brighter Super Chief Execu1ve Officer Kate Farrar said she was excited to announce the partnership with 
QIC, with whom Brighter Super have a longstanding rela=onship. Together, Brighter Super and QIC are 
working to invest Queenslanders’ re=rement savings back into the state’s economy. 
 
“This partnership reinforces Brighter Super’s commitment to inves=ng in Queensland under our 
Queensland Investment Strategy to support our local communi=es and members by alloca=ng capital to 
meaningful Queensland-based opportuni=es,” Ms Farrar said. 
 
“We believe that inves=ng in these businesses has the poten=al to produce strong returns for Brighter 
Super’s members whilst contribu=ng posi=vely to Queensland’s economy and produc=vity.” 
 
Last year, Brighter Super announced its Queensland Investment Strategy focused on inves=ng an 
addi=onal $500 million in Queensland assets in the next three to five years, on top of the $1 billion 
already invested in the state. 
 
QIC Chief Execu1ve Officer Kylie Rampa said the partnership connects capital, capability and a 
commitment to Queensland.  
 
“Since 2016, QIC has invested in more than 85 local businesses, enabling excep=onal founders to create 
over 1,300 jobs building real-world solu=ons within a thriving, sustainable ecosystem,” Ms Rampa said. 
 
“Now, leveraging this capability and a dedicated local team, QIC is proud to manage this mandate on 
behalf of, and for the benefit of, Brighter Super members.”  
 
The mandate will invest alongside the QIC-managed Queensland Business Investment Fund (QBIF), 
suppor=ng innova=ve Queensland companies across a range of sectors benefi[ng from high growth 
thema=cs such as Ar=ficial Intelligence, Digi=sa=on, Agtech, Healthtech and fron=er tech.  
 
Providing capital to support businesses as they progress from early commercial trac=on all the way to 
scaling and market leadership, the mandate’s investments will have a_ributes such as:  
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• At the =me of investment, having significant Queensland growth poten=al, such as growing 
opera=ons in Queensland, expanding in Queensland or reloca=ng headquarters to Queensland  

• Aligning to the economic strength and strategic priori=es of Queensland  
• Driving innova=on or technology, demonstrable trac=on and a capacity to build a scaled global 

business  
• Demonstratable product market fit and revenue trac=on  

 
Founded in 2017 by Tom Muller and Andrew Cutler, A:ekus emerged from their experience at 
TechnologyOne, where they idenDfied a significant gap in the market for a modern, efficient booking 
and event management plaHorm tailored to local governments.   
 
The company’s flagship product, Bookable, automates and streamlines booking and event 
management processes for publicly owned assets and the broader community, offering features like 
automated pricing, invoicing, waitlist management, and seamless integraDon with exisDng council 
systems. The plaHorm encourages accessibility and opDmises costs for local government and public 
sector organisaDons.    
 
SwarmFarm RoboDcs, founded by Queensland farmers Andrew and Jocie Bate, is pioneering 
autonomous agriculture with its SwarmBots - lightweight, app-controlled robots that help farmers 
cut chemical usage and boost producDvity.  
 
 
For more information visit brightersuper.com.au 
 

ENDS- 
Media contact: 

Sid Maher, Senior Journalist 
Cole Lawson Communications  
M: 0401 704 384  
E: sid.maher@colelawson.com.au   

  
About Brighter Super  

Brighter Super is a 100% member-owned, Queensland-based superannuation fund that manages more 
than $34 billion in retirement savings for over 280,000 members, as of 1 January 2025. 

Following the merger of LGIAsuper, Energy Super, and the acquisition of Suncorp Super, Brighter Super is 
proudly the fourth largest non-government financial institution1 in Queensland.  

The fund is dedicated to being right by members’ sides, empowering them to retire confidently with 
advice, focusing on solid performance and low fees. 

For more information, please call Brighter Super on 1800 444 396 (in Australia). 
 
About QIC 
 
QIC is a trusted investment manager and adviser providing risk adjusted returns for the clients they serve. 
With more than A$127 billion in assets under management, they have grown into a leading specialist 
manager in infrastructure, real estate, private debt, private equity, natural capital and liquid assets for 
~110 ins=tu=onal investors interna=onally. Its Private Equity plaKorm manages A$10.1 billion in 
assets globally from offices in the US, Europe and Australia. In Queensland, they invest from seed to 
Series C, partnering with more than 80 world-class companies taking local innova=on global since 2016, 
including Go1, Gilmour Space Technologies and VALD.   
  

https://www.brightersuper.com.au/
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1 Based on assets under management of non-government financial institutions in Queensland. 
 

Brighter Super Trustee (ABN 94 085 088 484 AFS Licence No. 230511) (“Trustee”) as trustee for Brighter Super (ABN 23 053 
121 564) (“Fund”). Brighter Super may refer to the Trustee or the Fund as the context may be. Brighter Super products are 
issued by the Trustee on behalf of the Fund. This media release provides general information only and does not take into 
account your individual objectives, financial situation or needs. You should consider whether it is appropriate for your 
needs prior to making any decisions and consult a licensed financial advisor if you require advice. Obtain and consider the 
Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determination before making any decision to acquire any products. 
Visit https://www.brightersuper.com.au/pds-and-guides  
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